
Scared of the Dark

Have you ever been startled awake in the darkness of night and heard your house
making eerie, inexplicable noises? Have you, subsequently, slipped out of bed as
quietly as possible in order to investigate? In the process, have you found something
that made your heart race or breath stop because you thought there was someone or
something that had entered your home while you were sleeping? And, finally, did you
likely discover that the corner of the dresser in your bedroom and the Lego on the
floor in the hallway are likely a much greater threat than an imagined intruder? It
rarely occurs to us that many of the things we fear are much less menacing and
dangerous than we imagine. On the flip side, some of the things we give little
attention to may be much more threatening.

The truth is, darkness itself is much more horrific than we give it credit for! The
reason this is true is because the darkness described in the Bible is not simply a
physical absence of light, but a very real spiritual reality and a result of sin. To put it
another way, this spiritual darkness is a consequence of mankind’s initial rebellion
against its Creator. In the Garden, Adam and Eve chose to steal God’s glory. They
became “glory thieves” by choosing to give the glory God deserved to someone much
less deserving: themselves. Simply put, they sinned or “missed the mark.” Ever since
their first heist, every one of their descendants has received the all-permeating sin
genome (Rom 5:12) and all of creation groans for its promised redemption (Rom
8:21-22). Despite humanity’s best intentions, it cannot break free from its sinful
nature. Powerless to generate any light on their own (Is 64:6), every man, woman,
and child is destined to follow in their ancestors’ footsteps. Spiritual darkness only
births more spiritual darkness!

Yet, in spite of this scenario being played out in an exhaustingly repetitive sin-cycle
among God’s people throughout the Old Testament, God promised that a Light would
come that would bring salvation to the nations! For centuries, God spoke through the
prophets of “the radiance of God’s glory” who would provide “purification for sins”
(Heb 1:1-4). And when He arrived, they missed it! Shockingly, they rejected the Prince
of Peace, because He didn’t fit their expectations.

Don’t miss Jesus this Christmas! He is the Great Creator and the Glorious Promise.
No matter the depth and darkness of your sin or circumstances, He has come to bring
freedom and new life. Welcome Him! “Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O
ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in” (Ps 24:7-9). There is no need to
fear the darkness when you let the Light shine in!



Matthew 4:16 (NIV) - “the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.”


